St Giles’ School
Newsletter

29th March, 2019
Dear Parents/Carers,
We are fast approaching the end of another term and once again, we have achieved so
much in our school! We have had some amazing ‘Wow’ moments with the children, in
particular their impeccable behaviour and learning on the Cathedral trips (on both days we
had members of the public and Cathedral volunteers commenting on how polite and well
behaved the St Giles’ children were), their outstanding performances in their assemblies
and their daily thirst for learning. This week I have been discussing the progress of all our
children with the teachers and we are amazed at how much the children have come along
this term, since January. Next term will be a busy term, as we head towards the Year 2
SATS and the Year 1 Phonics Screening check. We will also have our Sports Day, our
summer fair and our end of year reports to parents, so there will be lots going on!
Whilst we do not expect children to complete homework during the holiday, it would be
fantastic if you could continue to hear your child read regularly. Even just five or ten
minutes a day can make a difference - thank you for your support with this.

Easter Service at St Giles’
We have our end of term Easter service on Wednesday 3rd April at 9.30am. As usual, we
will be walking up to the church with the children from about 9.10am. Please could you
indicate to your child’s class teacher if you are able to walk up with us to the church. We
look forward to seeing you there.

Year 2 Ashtead Music Festival
Year 2 will be attending the Ashtead Music Festival at St Peter’s Catholic Primary School.
We will be leaving after the church service on Wednesday morning. A number of staff will
be attending the festival with the children and we will travel by coach to St Peter’s and be
back to school in time for lunch. The children have been practising their songs and sound
amazing!

Parent Governor
We are pleased to announce that Mrs Trendell O’Keefe has been appointed as the new
Parent Governor following our recent request for nominations. As a former pupil of
St. Giles’, and with her son James in Year 1, Mrs Trendell O’Keefe is passionate about the
success of the school and I am sure she will be a welcome addition to the Governing Body.

Easter Mufti Day
Next Friday, 5th April we have an ‘Easter themed’ Mufti Day. Children are welcome to come
in their own clothes and if they wish to wear something Easter themed, they are more than
welcome (Easter bonnets, T-shirts etc.) but this is not compulsory. We would ask for a
suggested donation of £2.00 for our outdoor area. Just to remind parents that we finish at
1.45pm next Friday for the Easter holiday.

Reception Swimming
After the Easter holidays, Reception class will have their block of 10 swimming lessons
which begin on Thursday 25th April and end on Thursday 4th July. Letters will be sent out in
book bags today – please return consent forms as soon as possible next week. We will
need a number of parent volunteers to help with walking the children to and from
Freemen’s school. Please could you email Mrs Peachey if you are able to help with this
(even if just for one or two sessions) at info@stgiles.surrey.sch.uk - thank you in advance.
There will be two instructors in the shallow end of the pool with the Reception children,
plus a staff member when needed.

Lunchtime Activities
We are trialling a new initiative at lunchtime. We would like to offer the children
alternative optional play activities during the lunchtime break such as craft, puzzles,
gardening and other ‘quiet’ activities (as well as our normal ball games, skipping ropes,
hoops, trim trail etc.).
The ‘activity station’ will run on a Monday, Wednesday and Thursday each week from 121pm. We would very much welcome parental support with this; if you are able to give up
an hour of your time to come and supervise the ‘activity station’, please do let the office
know so we can sort out a parent rota.

Parent Volunteers for Reading
Please do let your child’s class teacher know if you are able to come into school next term
and help with reading. Although the afternoons are preferable (due to Maths and English
lessons in the morning), we appreciate any offers of help, so if an early morning slot suits
you better, then that is absolutely fine.
Year 2 Breakfast Boosters
One of the purposes of Pupil Progress meetings, is to look at progress and attainment of all
children. From these discussions, the teachers and myself ensure that any interventions/
booster groups are set up ready for the next term, to support the children’s learning. The
Breakfast Boosters have proved to be very successful, so they will be continuing next term.
I will be running an additional Writing group next term on a Tuesday morning for identified
children and parents will receive a letter about this new group next week. Please can we
just remind parents that it is very important the children arrive on time; the time goes
extremely quickly each session, and we need to maximise the learning opportunities for the
children.
There are some changes to the existing Breakfast Booster groups and parents will be
informed of these changes next week if applicable. If you do not receive a letter, and your
child is already in a group, then please assume that their Breakfast Booster group
arrangements stay the same.
Any queries, please do speak with Miss Mutch or Ms Bacon in the first instance.

St Giles’ Stars
We didn’t have certificates this week as Year 2 were on their trip to Birdworld – we will
award special end of term achievement certificates next week!
Kids Club
Please see some information from Ashtead Kids Club:


We have recently been Ofsted inspected and are now Outstanding (at both our sites)



We are soon taking registration for September childcare spaces (once school places
have been allocated in mid-April), registration forms can be obtained by emailing:
info@ashteadkidsclub.com and visits to the venue can be arranged.



We are now taking bookings for Easter holidays and the programme and booking
forms can be obtained by emailing: info@ashteadkidsclub.com.

Louise Di Trana: Managing Director, The Kidsclub Company Surrey Ltd
Office: 01372 376711
Ashtead Kidsclub: 07956 185167
Greville Kidsclub: 07585 009858
Second hand uniform sale
There will be a second hand school uniform sale on Wednesday 3rd April from 8.20-9am,
prior to the church service. We kindly request that parents/carers bring small change
rather than notes.
Joco Dance
The Joco Dance Club will return on Thursday 25th April, running from 3-3.45pm, and is
suitable for girls and boys in years 1 and 2 (parents of which will be sent a separate email
with more details). Places are allocated on a “first come, first served” basis, so please book
direct with Joco. Any forms sent via the School Office may result in delay.

Attendance
Please can I remind you that I am unable to authorise any leave of absence during term
time unless the request meets our exceptional circumstances criteria (please see our
Attendance Policy on our website). I am still receiving a high number of special leave
requests. Absences of 5 school days or over may incur a penalty notice which will be
issued by the local authority. Your support with this is much appreciated – thank you. Our
Educational Welfare Officer, Mrs Tutt, will be in school again next term to look at individual
pupils’ attendance.

Please ensure that if your child is absent from school, that you phone the office first thing
each day by 9.15am to report the absence – thank you. Please could we also remind you
that the doors close for the beginning of school at 8.55am, with the registers being taken by
9am. Any child that comes in after this time will have a late mark on the register.
This week’s attendance figures:
Owls – 92.2%
Squirrels – 95.4%
Rabbits – 91.1%
Badgers – 98.8%
Overall school attendance – 94.2%
Well done to Badgers class!

This is the last newsletter for this term – thank you again for your ongoing support and
partnership. Wishing all of our families a peaceful, safe and happy Easter holiday. We look
forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 23rd April!

Best Wishes,
Mrs Nicky Angus
Headteacher

Spring Term Diary Dates

Wednesday 3rd April – End of term service at St Giles’ Church at 9.30am
Wednesday 3rd April – Year 2 to the Ashtead Schools’ Music Festival
Friday 5th April – Mufti Day / End of term at 1.45pm

Summer term 2019

Tuesday 23rd April – Start of summer term
Thursday 25th April – Reception swimming starts
Monday 29th April – Key Stage 1 SATS meeting for Year 2 parents at 2.30pm
Friday 24th May – INSET day (school closed to pupils)
Monday 27th – Friday 31st May – HALF TERM
Monday 10th June – class photographs
Tuesday 11th June – Sports Day (1pm – 3pm)
Tuesday 11th June – new Reception parents meeting
Saturday 6th July – St Giles’ Summer Fair
Wednesday 24th July – END OF SUMMER TERM (finish 1.45pm)

